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Part A 


Al 


Dialogue IN THE VILLAGE SHOP 


We are in an English village shop. Mrs Green is the shopkeeper and 
Mrs White is a customer. 


Mrs White 
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ats Green 
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Good morning, Mrs Green. 

Good morning, Mrs White. Can I help you? 

Yes please. I hear you've got some very nice cotton 
material in at six shillings a yard. 


Oh, what a pity. If you'd come in last week, I could 
have shown you a wonderful selection. 


But it's been so popular I'm afraid it's nearly all gone. 


Oh dear! Could I see what you have left? 


Certainly. Here it is. If there's something you 
particularly like, I could order some more for you. 


I was able to get some more for Mrs Brown in under a 
week. 


Were you? 1 like this blue and white checked material. 


Can I take it to the door to see it in the daylight? 


Of course. How do you like it? 
It's very pretty. How much is there here? 


Three yards, Mrs White. You'd be able to get a dress 
out of it. 


Do you think there's enough? 


Oh yes. 
yards. 


But she's such a good dressmaker. I don't know if I 
could do the cutting. 


I'm sure you could. 
You're going to the dressmaking course aren't you? 
Oh yes. When we've finished that, I'll be able to make 
anything. 

There you are then! I'll wrap it up. T 


m glad you 
managed to find something you like. 


Mrs Brown got a dress anda jacket out of three 
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Dialogue A RECKLESS DRIVER 


Alice is driving her friend Jane to town. Alice's husband Tom is not with 


them. 


You've been able to drive a long time, haven't you, Alice? 


Oh yes. I could drive when I was seventeen. 


No wonder you drive so well. 

I don't know about that. You see this S-bend? Tom and I only 
just managed to avoid an accident here last week. 

Why, what happened? 

A big foreign car overtook us just before the bend. Luckily I 
braked, because I could see he was going too fast. 

Did he manage to slow down in time for the bend? 

No, he skidded and overturned. 

How awful. But you didn't run into him? 


No, I managed to stop in time. 


Thank goodness. Was the driver badly hurt? 
No, but he couldn't open the car door to get out. 


What did you do? 
Tom managed to get it open with a screw driver. 


Did you have to lift him out? 
Oh no, he was able to climb out by himself. 


‘Then it turned out he could only speak Italian, so that didn't 
help. 

Couldn't you understand him at all? 

I couldn't, no, but luckily Tom could understand a little. 


And could Tom talk to him? 


Well, he just managed to explain that we'd take him to the 
hospital. = 
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WRITTEN REINFORCEMENT 


1 2 

sew teach the class 

drive save the drowning child 
read a map get up the cliff 

swim take the car 

type do the secretary's work 
climb sing the song without any practice 
read music tell us what the man said 
Speak Spanish make the dinner 

cook help the doctor 

give injections mend his coat 


do algebra find the way 


Here is a sentence with two blanks: 


Luckily he could 


++, 80 he was able to ....5......- 


A i ds 
Write out ten sentences on this pattern by completing the blanks with T a 
from the lists above. Fill in blank number (1) with words from list (1) 
blank number (2) with words from list (2). Here is an example: 


Luckily he could do algebra, so he was able to teach the class. 


Write each sentence out in 


full and make sure that you pair the most 
Suitable words from each l 


ist, or your last sentences will not make sense. 


Part B 


B5 Dialogue A DISASTER AT SEA 
Sam and Joe are sailors. 


` Their ship has just gone down after a terrible 
fire following an explosior 


+ They are in a lifeboat. 


Sam Poor old Shorty. You know, 


he used to be able to cheer me up when 
nobody else could. 


Joe Ilmow. But it's better not to think too much about it. 


But if only we could have saved him. 
goe Now look, there was absolutely nothing we could have done. 
He couldn't swim and he was too far away. 


Sam Ilnow. we could have saved him if he'd jumped off the starboard 
Side. 


Joe He had no choice. He couldn't get to starboard for the flames. 


How did you get out? 


I was on deck 


when the explosion happened, so I was able to get 
clear in time, 


Joe 


Sam 


Joe 


I was below, but I managed to reach a port hole. 
It was stuck, but in the end I opened it. 


You were lucky to be able to. It doesn't look as if many of them 
have been able to escape. 


Do you think they were able to send an S.O.S. before she went 
down? 


Let's hope so. If they didn't, we're in for a long wait. 


WRITTEN REINFORCEMENT 


Here are six half sentences: 


The lock was very stiff but ...........- 
The box was very heavy but ........+-.- 
The horse was very Wild but ......-..-.- 


The river was very deep but . - 


The mountain was very high but ....... 


oak wow NY 


The thief ran very fast but ........-.++ 


Complete these sentences in any suitable way. Use MANAGED TO in each 
completion. The first one is done for you as an example: 


1 The lock was very stiff but in the end I managed to turn the key. 


Here is an example: 
My grandfather used to be able to work on his farm all day, 
but now he can't. 


Make up five sentences on the same pattern about any old person 
that you know. Use USED TO BE ABLE TO and CAN'T in every 


sentence. 


Here is an example: 


Q The other day a friend took me to town to do some shopping. 
He went to work and I planned to come home by bus. But I 
discovered that I had left my money at home. Sol had to 
walk home again. What else could I have done? 


A You could have gone to your friend and borrowed some money. 
You could have asked your friend to take you home again. 


You could have taken a taxi and paid when you got home. 


Now consider the two situations below, and for each one, give as many 
suggestions as you can (up to five) about what else the person could have , 
done. 


1 Mary tore her dress, so she threw it away. What else could she 
have done? 


2 Yesterday, I thought I saw my friend John in the street. I went up 
behind him and slapped him on the back. When the man turned round, 
it wasn't John at all. I just stared and then ran away. What else 
could I have done? 


Part C 
c4 Dialogue WHAT TO DO ON A WET DAY 


Tom is a writer. His wife Alice does his typing for him. Itis early 
morning. 


Alice What shall we do today? 
Tom Well ... we could go for a picnic. 
Alice We can't possibly. 


Haven't you seen the weather ? 


Tom Oh, it's raining. Ihadn't noticed. Well, we could stay at 
home and finish that article. 

Alice Let's do that. Then we'll be able to go to my sister's with a 
clear conscience tomorrow. 

Tom Do you think you'll be able to type it all? 

Alice I hope so, 
TIl try, anyway. 

Tom I do wish you could type a bit faster. 

Alice Well, I am improving. I'll soon be able to do forty words a 
minute and that's not bad. 

Tom I'll try and let you have the whole thing by lunch time. Then I 
can get on with something else while you type it. 

Alice Perhaps we could go to the cinema this evening if we do finish 
it. 

Tom Good idea. 


You can open a tin of something for lunch. 


Then we can go and have a good meal in town before the cinema. 


WRITTEN REINFORCEMENT 


1 Example: 


John I've lost my watch somewhere in school today. 
What shall I do? 

Peter You could report it to the headmaster. 

Tom We could all help you look for it. 

William You could have a look in Jim Brown's desk. 

Dick You could use it as an excuse to buy a new watch. 


Here are two more situations in which John needs advice. Provide as 

many suggestions as you can (up to four) for each situation. Use COULD 

in each suggestion. 

1 John Now that I've stopped working for exams I want something 
to do in the evenings. What do you suggest? 


2 John T've just found £5 in the street outside the Post Office. 
What shall I do with it? 
qais C3 ae Duig 
2 Example: raa: 5, G hi F Y 
A I can cook simple meals. ie tO. y ze 


B Then why are you taking a cookery course? 
A When I've finished the course, I'll be able to cook all sorts of things. 


Now study the conversations below and complete a suitable answer for A 
to give to each of B's questions. Use I'LL BE ABLE TO in each case. 

1 I can type twenty words a minute. 

Then why are you practising such a lot? 

If I practise a lot, I'll be able to............ 


I can jump six feet. 
Then why are you training so hard? 
If I train enough .......-.-+. 


I can speak French quite well. 
Then why are you going to French classes? 


I can take quite good photographs. 
Then why are you reading this book on photography ? 


I can afford to live comfortably. 
Then why do you go on trying to make money ? $ 
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3 2 2 


see the ship used the telescope 
reach the top shelf sat near the window 
work this sewing machine got the right key 

unlock the door emptied it 

move this box followed the instructions 
see to read stood on the chair 


Here is a conversation: 
A Tican't 24.5. Q seses 
B You'd be able to 


The gaps in the conversation must be filled from the two lists above. 


Here is an example: 


A I can't see the ship. 


B You'd be able to see it if you used the telescope. 


Now you make five conversations in this way. Gap (1) must be filled from 
list (1). Gap (1b) must contain the same filler as gap (1), with any 


necessary changes of noun to pronoun. Gap (2) must contain an appropriate 
filler from list (2). 


Part D 
D1 Dialogue WIGWAM BUILDING 


Hiawatha, a young American Indian, is being scolded by his father. 


Father The trouble with you, Hiawatha, is you don't take enough care 
over your wigwam building. 


Hiawatha Ido, father, but I don't seem to be able to get my wigwams to 
stand up. 

Father Exactly. You could if you practised a bit more. 
I keep telling you practice makes perfect. 

Hiawatha Send me to the wigwam building school, father. Then I'll be 
able to build really up-to-date wigwams. 

Father I can't afford that sort of nonsense. But you could apprentice 
yourself to old Tonto. 
Then you'd be able to build a decent wigwam. 

Hiawatha But he couldn't teach me to build modern ones. 

Father 


Nonsense. If he couldn't t 


: each you to build a first class 
wigwam, nobody could. 


Hiawatha But it's my ambition to be able to build modern wigwams. 


Father That's why your wigwams always fall down. It's better to be 
able to build one that stands up, even if it is old fashioned. 


Hiawatha Just being able to build one that stands up is a poor ambition, 
father. 


I don't mind not being able to build one that stands up, but I do 
mind not being able to build a really up-to-date one. 


D6 Dialogue FINDING THE WAY 
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Tom and Alice are in their car. They're just arriving at a town they don't 
know well and are trying to find the way by looking at a map. Tom is 
driving and Alice is reading the map and telling him where to go. They 
have just reached the beginning of Western Avenue. They want to get to 


the Town Hall. 
Tom That signpost said that we're only one mile from the town. 
Alice Good. If we go across the next cross roads we'll be able to 


join the main road into town. 


Oh dear, look, we can't go straight across. That road has 


Tom 
been closed. Which way now? 

Alice Turn left. Then if we take the next on the right we should 
manage to get back on the right road. 

Tom Good. Here we go then. Now right you say? 

Alice Yes, and down here we must turn right again. It looks as if 


we can get through down a little side lane. 


Tom 


Alice 


I can't see any lanes here, only a footpath. 


Oh dear, I'm lost. I can't find the place on the map. Stop and 
let's see if we can find out where we are. 


I can't stop here. Look, 'No parking'. 


Well, go round the next corner and see if you can stop there 
for a minute. 


I could pull into that gateway for a minute. There. Now let's 
have a look at the map. 


I think we're here - but I'm not sure. Can you see any street f 
names anywhere? | 


No. Ah, yes. Schools Road. Here we are. Well, we don't 
Seem to be able to get where we want to down here, | 


Oh, I see. We made a mistake at the cross roads. If we'd 
turned right we could have gone down Kings Drive and then 
we could have turned up Lower High Street to the square, look. 


No, we couldn't have done that, it's only one way - look at the 
arrows. 


What a nuisance. We'd have been able to go through the 
Square and then it would have been easy. I know you used 


to be able to a few years ago - they seem to have changed 
the town a lot since then. 


Well, you can't now. Let's see, we shall have to go back to 
the cross roads and down Kings Drive and Market Street and 
then turn left ... 


Then if we go along Station Road we'll be able to pass the 
other end of the High Street and take the next turning on the 
left. 

Ah, yes! And that's Town Hall Road. 


Ah, good, drive on. I can find the way now I think. 


WRITTEN REINFORCEMENT 


ut What can you do? Here are some examples: 


I can ride a bicycle. 
I can speak two languages. 
I can mend a puncture, etc. 


Now write down five things that you yourself can really do. 


Now decide whether you think it is useful, useless, enjoyable, funny, etc., 
to be able to do these things. Here are some examples: 


Being able to ride a bicycle is not very useful, because I haven't 
got a bicycle. 


Being able to speak two languages is very helpful if you are trying 


to learn other languages. 


Being able to mend a puncture always makes me very popular with 
my friends who have bicycles. 


Write down your views on each of your five abilities in this way. Begin 
each statement with BEING ABLE TO. 


2 Here are two examples: 
ji) A Poor John can't vote in this election. 
B I'd hate not to be able to vote in this election. 
(ii) A Lucky John can afford a taxi. 
B I'd like to be able to afford a taxi. 


Here are some more conversations, but only A's comment is given. 
Supply B's comment, using the same pattern as in the examples. 
Each of B's comments must include (NOT) TO BE ABLE TO. 


1 A Poor John can't cook. 


B 
2 A 
B 
3 A 
B 
4 A 
B 
5 A 
B 
6 A 
B 
7 A 
B 


10 


10 


Lucky John can make people laugh. 


b> We 


A Lucky John can do arithmetic. 
B 
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